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It really is great to be back. Dana and I enjoyed and were blessed by the time away this summer during the sabbatical.

But to be honest we really missed you all and we are looking forward to catching up with each of you as we get opportunity to hear what God has and is doing in your lives.

I would have to say the single greatest blessing of the sabbatical was time.

I don’t know if anyone here can relate to this but life, whether you are in ministry or not, life can get busy, chaotic, overwhelming. 

It’s hard to find rest in the vast sea of potential ‘should do’s’ we’ve created or are expected of us to do.

It seem like we run from one thing to the next without missing a beat. But if we do miss a beat then we spend the next day trying frantically to catch up. And that never seems to happen.

It kind of like the hamster in the wheal…running, running, but making no real forward progress.

Life sometimes just seems like it is out of control and any sense of peace and rest is all but lost.

By the time one project is complete three more have been added to my to-do-list.

Can you relate? Am I the only one?

You have to get to work early for a meeting, your child wakes up with a temperature, you got to pack lunches go grocery shopping, clean house, drop a child off to practice, cut the grass, get an oil change fix the dish washer and cook dinner.

And that’s Monday!

And by the way, your neighbor, the one you have been trying to find a way to share the gospel with, just called and asked if you would be willing to pet sit while they go on vacation. 

Or someone from church calls and asks you to sub for King’s Kids or teach a Sunday school lesson for them.

Ever feel like the old saying “the faster I go, the behinder I get.”

How do you fit it all in!? What do you let drop? How do you choose?

This summer during the sabbatical Dana and I had time. We were able rest and feel a sense of peace deep within us.

We had time rest and reflect, time to renew and be restored.
We were able to set aside the busyness and urgency of life and ministry and quite our hearts long enough to hear from God.

In the end God affirmed and renewed our calling to serve Him as we minister together with you hear at Christ Community for the glory of God and the advancement of the God’s kingdom. 

As I took time this summer and looked back on all God has done over these past 7 years, I look forward with excitement at what God is going to continue to do, in us and through us in the days ahead at Christ Community.

But here is the thing, the sabbatical is over. 

The fall schedule has kicked off. And I can feel the tension returning: the meetings to attend the people I want to visit, the calls to make, sermon prep, budgets to prepare, get ready for the annual meeting, and of course Dana’s ever growing honey-do-list.

How do we escape the trap of the tyranny of the urgent, the urge to respond to and deal with every urgent and pressing thing that comes along and causes us to miss out on what is really important?

I remember back when I was in college one of my professors gave us a little booklet called “The Tyranny of the Urgent” by Charles E. Hummel.

The booklet is actually a summary of the key biblical truths found in Hummel’s book “Freedom from the Tyranny of the Urgent”.

Over the years I don’t know how many times I have re-read that booklet in an effort the refocus, to keep my attention on what is important.

I read Hummel’s book again this summer but I also did a six week Bible study that goes along with it on Priorities. 

I was so impacted by it we are going to be working through this study over the next 6 weeks on Wednesday evenings during the Lighthouse Café.

This study will help you understand what is really important, God’s priorities, and how to use God’s priorities to help you get your life in order, to restored peace.

If you would please open your Bibles to John chapter 17.

As we come to John chapter 17 we find Jesus and His disciples in the upper room celebrating the Passover meal.

This is the night Jesus instituted what we call the Lord’s Supper or communion, which we will be sharing in just a few minutes.

After supper and before heading off to the garden, Jesus concludes their time in the upper room with a prayer that is recorded here in John 17.

This prayer, in John 17, is sometimes called the high priestly prayer.

In it, Jesus begins by praying from Himself; verses 1-5. From verse 6 through verse19 He prays for disciples. 

Starting in verse 20 and running through the end of the chapter, Jesus goes on to pray for all His disciples, present and future. 

This includes you and me!

In John 17:1-4 Jesus … looked toward heaven and prayed:
“…Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son that the Son may glorify you, 2 since you have given him authority over all flesh, to give eternal life to all whom you have given him. 

3 And this is eternal life, that they know you the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. 

4 I glorified you on earth, having accomplished the work that you gave me to do. 

As Jesus prays He says to His Father “I have… accomplished the work that you gave me to do.

“I have completed all the work you gave me to do.”

In his booklet Hummel asks this question:

‘How could Jesus talk about a “completed” work? 

He goes on then to write:

“[Jesus’]…three-year ministry seems painfully brief. One prostitute at a banquet was given forgiveness and a new life, but many others still ply their trade. 

For every withered muscle that flexed into strength, hundreds remain crippled. 

The blind, maimed and deceased abound throughout the country. 

Yet on that last night, with many urgent human needs unmet and useful tasks undone, the Lord has peace. He knew He had finished God’s work.”

How could Jesus talk about a “completed” work? 

The answer to our question lies in the words that follow: Jesus knew that he had completed “the work you [His heavenly Father] gave me to do”. 

Jesus did not meet all the human needs he encountered but he completed the mission his Father gave him.’

Jesus’ sense of completion isn’t in relationship to some endless list of needs or expectations put on him by others.

No, His sense of completion comes out of His sense of the Father’s calling on His life and knowing what the Father’s priorities are.

This gave Him laser like focus to look at His day, each opportunity before Him and decided is the work the Father has given me or is this just the urgent need that will keep me from my Father’s business. 

The gospel record shows that Jesus worked hard, often working late into the night healing the sick and casting our demons.

On one occasion the demand of the sick was so great he miss supper and worked so late that His disciples thought He was “out of His mind” (Mark 3:21). 

One day after a particularly challenging teaching session, Jesus and His disciples went out in a boat. He was so tired that even a storm didn’t awaken Him (Mark 4:37, 38). 

What a picture of exhaustion. Yet His life was never feverish or out of control. 

He had time for people. He could spend hours talking to one person, like the Samaritan woman at the well.

How did He avoid the urgent and complete the important? 

We find an example of the first clue in the gospel of Mark following an account of one of Jesus’ busy days. 

It’s in Mark 1 starting in verse 31: “That evening at sundown they brought to him all who were sick or oppressed by demons. 33 And the whole city was gathered together at the door. 
34 And he healed many who were sick with various diseases, and cast out many demons. And he would not permit the demons to speak, because they knew him. 

Now look here at verse 35: “And rising very early in the morning, while it was still dark, he departed and went out to a desolate place, and there he prayed. 

Here it is! 

Jesus’ life and ministry were rooted in His prayerful dependence upon the Father.

At every step of Jesus’ life He prayerfully waited for His Father’s instructions and for the strength to follow them. 

Jesus was given no divinely-drawn blueprint. He discerned the Father’s will day by day in a life of prayer.

By this life of prayer He was able to reject and set aside the urgent demands on His life and accomplished the important, the work His Father had set for Him. 

The story of Lazarus’ death illustrates this principle well. 

Lazarus and his two sisters, Mary and Martha were close friends with Jesus. Jesus would often stay in their home when He came to Jerusalem. 

Lazarus is sick, in fact he is dying. So Mary and Martha sent word to him, asking for help.
What could have been more important than the urgent message from Mary and Martha, “Lord, he whom you love is ill” (John 11:3)?

But listen to John record of the Lord’s response this request in John 11:5-6: “Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. So when he heard that he was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where he was”.

What was the urgent need? Obviously to prevent the death of this beloved friend. 

But the important thing from God’s point of view was to raise Lazarus from the dead. So Lazarus was allowed to die. 

Later Jesus revived him as the sign of His magnificent claim, “I am the resurrection and the life; he who believes in me though he die, yet shall he live” (v. 25).

Jesus’ prayerful waiting for God’s instructions freed Him from the tyranny of the drama and the demands of the urgent. 

It gave Him a sense of direction. Prayer set a steady pace, and enabled Him to do every task God assigned. 

So on that last night He could say, “I have finished the work you gave me to do.”

Going hand in hand with Jesus commitment to prayer, Jesus found freedom from the tyranny of the urgent though His knowledge and obedience to God’s word.
In John chapter 8 Jesus in in the temple. A woman has been caught in adultery. The Pharisees bring her to him in an effort test Jesus and discredit Him before the crowd.

At the end of the debate with the Pharisees that followed, Jesus said to those who believed in Him, “If you continue in my word, you are truly my disciples, and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free. (John 8:31, 32).

Many of us have experienced Christ’s deliverance from the penalty of sin. 

But are we letting Him free us from the tyranny, the drama and the demands, of the urgent? 

He points the way: “If you continue in my word.” 

This is the way to freedom. Through prayerful meditation on God’s Word we gain God’s perspective and God’s priorities. 

As we remain in His word, God’s priorities become our priorities.

When we fail to wait prayerfully for God’s guidance and strength we are saying, with our actions if not our lips, that we do not need Him. 

I’m in control, I know what’s best.

How much of what we do is characterized by “going it alone”?

The opposite of such independence is consistent prayer in which we acknowledge our need of God’s instruction and wisdom through God’s word.

As we wait patiently for directions the Lord frees us from the tyranny of the urgent and the craziness of the world. 

In the Bible God shows us the truth about Himself, ourselves, and our tasks.

As we spend time in His word, God impresses on our minds His priorities, what He wants us to do. 

Our time in prayer helps to line up with and keeps us depended on God. 

His word guides us and helps us to see His priorities and His will.

Then, we must invite God into our daily lives and offer Him our schedules. We must willing let Him set our priorities.

Apart from God you can do nothing, that is, nothing of eternal value. 

We must set aside time, daily, to come into His presence and in these unhurried moments put before God the tasks to be done that day.

Put before God your “to-do-list”. In prayer, guided by His word let the Spirit of God let God set your agenda for the day. 
Yes, you need to be open to the leading of the Holy Spirit and to any emergency interruption or unexpected person who may call. 

God may have set this very “interruption” on your agenda long ago.

I promise when you prayerfully take inventory and plan your days, it provides fresh perspective on your work. 

Remember to prioritize your life after the admonition (gentle warning) of Matthew 6:33 which Jesus says, “But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.”

Conclusion

Over the years the greatest continuing struggle in the Christian life is the effort to make adequate time for daily prayer and waiting on God.

I guarantee Satan will do everything he can to squeeze it out with business of life’s urgent needs and drama. 

Yet I know from experience and His word that this is how you can be freed from the tyranny of the urgent. 

This is how Jesus succeeded. 

He did not finish all the urgent tasks in Palestine or all the things He would have liked to do, but He did finish the work which God gave Him to do. 
The only alternative to frustration and the anxiety of the day is to be sure that we are doing what God wants and not our own will be done. 

Nothing substitutes for knowing that this day, this hour, in this place we are doing the will of the Father. 

What could give us greater joy than being sure that we have finished the work God gave us to do for His eternal kingdom? 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ makes this fulfillment possible. 

He has promised deliverance from sin and the power to serve God in the tasks of His choice. 

The way is clear. 

If we continue in the word of our Lord, we are truly His disciples. 

And He will free us from the tyranny of the urgent, free us to do the important, which is the will of God.
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